T echnological advancements in mass spectrometry continue to enable the development of applications that address significant challenges in the physical and life sciences. Conversely, the recognized but unmet needs of the physical and life science communities continue to drive fundamental research in mass spectrometry. This dynamic interplay, and the pivotal role of mass spectrometry in a broad range of research disciplines, is clearly evident in the research articles contained within the 'Emerging Investigators' Focus Section of this issue of JASMS. In this focus, we showcase just some of the high quality interdisciplinary research that is being conducted by the latest generation of innovators in the field of mass spectrometry. Similar to our inaugural Emerging Investigators Focus published in 2015, the 14 contributing authors to this focus, from the USA, Australia, Germany, and Korea, were recommended as individuals who show exceptional promise for doing creative research by a group of prominent mass spectrometrists, including the JASMS Editor-in-Chief, Associate Editors, members of the Editorial Board, and members of the ASMS Board of Directors. Although each of these authors has established his/ her independent academic career in only the past 3-7 y, they are already making important contributions in their respective areas of research, and are influencing the future directions of our field. Brief biographical sketches of the contributing authors are listed below, illustrating the variety of paths by which they entered the field of mass spectrometry, and highlighting their diverse range of fundamental and/or applied research interests. Please join me in celebrating the accomplishments of these emerging investigators. I would like to thank each of the authors for their contributions and look forward to seeing more of their exciting and important work in the future.
W. Alexander Donald joined the School of Chemistry at The University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia in 2013 after 2 y as the Centenary Research Fellow at The University of Melbourne (2011 Melbourne ( -2012 In 2014, he started his independent research career as an Assistant Professor at the Institute of Biosciences a n d T e c h n o l o g y , T e x a s A & M H e a l t h S c i e n c e Center with a joint appointment in the Department of Chemistry, Texas A&M University. Recently, he has extended to a full appointment in the Department of Chemistry, Texas A&M University. Research in the Laganowsky laboratory focuses on integral membrane protein-lipid interactions, and how these interactions influence membrane protein structure and function. He has pioneered ion mobility mass spectrometry approaches to study membrane proteinlipid interactions and works at the interface between X -r a y c r y s t a l lo g r a p h y a n d i o n m o b i l i t y m a s s spectrometry. This combination of skills places his laboratory in an excellent position not only to investigate the molecular implications for disease and biological function of protein assemblies but also towards drug discovery. At UO, he is a member of the Materials Science Institute and associate member of the Oregon Center for Optical, Molecular, and Quantum Science. He investigates the structure and properties of large biomolecular assemblies, including membrane protein-lipid complexes, using native ion mobility-mass spectrometry and surface-induced dissociation, and develops computational and theoretical tools related to these methods. Currently, he advises three graduate and two undergraduate students and is the faculty sponsor for the Society for the Advancement of Chicanos/ Hispanics and Native Americans in Science at UO.
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Prof es so r of C he mis t ry (2013-present) at the George W a s h i n g t o n U n i v e r s i t y (GWU In 2008 she moved to the Masonic Cancer Center as a research assistant and joined the faculty a few years later. Dr Balbo's work focuses on studying mechanisms of chemical carcinogenesis deriving from environmental and life style-related exposures. She is developing high resolution mass spectrometry-based methods for exposure assessment and for the identification and quantitation of DNA addition products (DNA adducts). Dr. Balbo is developing innovative analytical methods to investigate the interactions of the exposome with DNA in various animal and human specimens. The overall goal of her work is to develop biomarkers for the detection of specific DNA adducts, which may give information about the mutagenic significance of the exposure and provide tools for a better understanding of mechanisms of carcinogenesis, for measuring biological effective doses, and for quantifying effects of exposures in risk assessment. in Analytical Chemistry a t I n d i a n a U n i v e r s i t yBloomington with Professor Gary Hieftje, where he performed research in plasma-based atomic spectrometry. During this time he obtained fellowships from the American Chemical Society-Division of Analytical Chemistry and from Merck. He performed postdoctoral work at ETH Zurich with Professor Renato Zenobi and later became a Scientist at EMPA Thun. In 2013 he joined the faculty at Texas Tech University's Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry. His research group focuses on instrumentation and method development of highthroughput chemical imaging techniques via glow discharge optical emission spectrometry elemental mapping, ambient desorption/ionization mass spectrometry sources, as well as performing fundamental studies to better understand laboratory plasma systems. He has served as the president for the Indiana Section of the Society for Applied Spectroscopy, coordinator for the GLADNET European Commission FP6-program research training network, co-organizer of the 1st International Glow Discharge Spectroscopy Symposium 2010, and atomic spectroscopy section chair of the Sciex conference. He has coauthored >55 publications, and received the inaugural Richard P a y l i n g a w a r d a n d in a u g u r a l R o y a l S o c i e t y o f Chemistry-Journal of Analytical Atomic Spectrometry Emerging Investigator Lectureship award.
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Ben Bythell received a M.Chem. degree from the University of Bath, UK, in 2002, and a Ph.D. from Oregon State University in 2007. He then held postdoctoral fellowships at the German Cancer Research C e n t e r i n H e i d e l b e r g (2008) (2009) (2010) and at the National High Magnetic Field Laboratory (2010) (2011) (2012) (2013) . He joined the University of Missouri-St. Louis as an Assistant Professor in 2013. He works at the interface between analytical, computational, and biophysical chemistry, where he strives to understand the structure, reactivity, and gas-phase behavior of biologically-and industrially important chemicals. 
